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Introduction  
Welcome to the first edition of the ANARA 

Newsletter. ANARA was established in 2015 as a 

research network and platform for 

communication and information sharing for the 

practice and outcomes of Assisted Reproductive 

Technology (ART) in sub-Saharan Africa. Via the 

registry arm, ANARA aims to collect and 

disseminate data on the availability, utilization, effectiveness and safety 

of ART in Africa.  The past year has shown good progress in building 

collaboration and relationships with many different stakeholders, the 

launch of the official ANARA website, and the hosting of international 

ANARA workshops in South Africa in November 2016 and at the Ivory 

Coast in February 2017. More workshops -– aimed to build capacity in 

data collection and to strengthen the ART laboratories - will follow in 

Nigeria and Ghana in September 2017. Through this bi- annual 

newsletter, we wish to provide you with updates regarding the ANARA 

Network and Registry and bring you information about news and 

events in the field. 

ANARA at ESHRE 

Africa was well represented at this year’s ESHRE Conference in Geneva, 

Switzerland, by African delegates, the African Fertility Society, 

representatives from national fertility organizations, and ANARA.  The 

importance of data from Africa on availability and outcomes of ART was 

acknowledged including in the presentation of the Preliminary 2013 ART 

World Report by Dr David Adamson on behalf of the International 

Committee Monitoring ART (ICMART); in the presentation on “Global 

prevalence of infertility” by Dr Richard Kennedy, President of the 

International Federation of Fertility Societies; and at a WHO-ICMART 

work-plan meeting.   

 

ANARA was closely involved with the collection of the 2013 ICMART 

World Data which resulted in data contributions from 27 centres 

representing Ghana, Mauritius, Nigeria and South Africa.  Five centres 

from Benin, Cameroon, Togo, Ivory Coast and Mali submitted their data 

through GIERAF and North Africa (Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia) sent data 

directly to ICMART. ICMART and ANARA are currently in conversation 

with North African countries to discuss how they wish to participate in the 

regional representation of data networks. 

WHAT’S NEW? 

 

The International 
Glossary on 
Infertility & Fertility 
Care, 2017  

This important document has 
just been published 
simultaneously in Human 
Reproduction and Fertility & 
Sterility available at; 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/
science/article/pii/S0015028217
304296?via%3Dihub.  See page 
2 for more.  

 

ANARA workshops 
September 2017  

These will be held at the AFRH 
Conference in Nigeria and the 
1st meeting of the Fertility 
Society of Ghana.  

 

SARA 2014 Report 

The 2014 report from the South 
African Registry for ART has 
been released and can be 
viewed on the ANARA website. 

 

ANARA Website  

The ANARA can now also be 
accessed in French. Go to 
www.anara-africa.com to read 
about ANARA’s vision, mission, 
and current activities. 
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 ICMART Contributors Meeting ESHRE 2017 

 

The International Glossary on Infertility and Fertility Care, 2017:  Led by 

ICMART in Partnership with ASRM, ESHRE, IFFS, March of Dimes, AFS, 

GIERAF, ASPIRE, MEFS, REDLARA, FIGO 

The collection of data on the availability, utilization and outcomes of ART at national, regional 

and global level requires consensus on the definitions and meanings of terms. Definitions however not only create 

shared understanding, but may also influence the way in which concepts or interventions are accepted - and 

potentially even how they are managed or implemented. This is particularly illustrated by the definition of infertility 

which recognizes that the failure to establish a clinical pregnancy after 12 months of regular unprotected sexual 

intercourse is a disease. This recognition of infertility as a disease is in many countries a pre-requisite for access to 

care, or to improve access to care.  

 

The International Glossary on Infertility and Fertility Care, 2017 contains 283 terminologies on clinical and laboratory 

definitions, outcome measures, epidemiology, and public health. It has just appeared as open access publication in 

both Human Reproduction and Fertility & Sterility and represents a revision and expansion of the 2009 Glossary on 

ART (Zegers-Hochschild et al, Hum Reprod 2017, 32:1786; Fertil Steril 2017, 108:393). The Glossary is the result of 3.5 

years of work of an international working group and a final consensus meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, with 

involvement of stakeholders and representatives from scientific fertility organizations and patient interest groups.  
 

ANARA workshops in Nigeria and Ghana, September 2017 
Workshops for capacity building in data collection will be held at the annual African Fertility & Reproductive Health 

(AFRH) Conference in Abuja, Nigeria, September 20-22; and the following week at the 1st meeting of the Fertility 

Society of Ghana (FERSOG). The workshops will provide an overview of ANARA and the opportunity for hands-on 

exploration of the easy-to-use data collection program. They will be of interest to both directors of ART centres, who 

are in charge of quality control, and to embryologists and laboratory staff responsible for data collection. First data 

from Francophone African countries will be presented by delegates from GIERAF (Groupe Interafricain d’Etude, de 

Recherche et d’Application sur la Fertilité) at the AFRH workshop.     

 

South-South Collaboration: ANARA and REDLARA  
From its inception, ANARA has collaborated closely with the Latin American Registry and Network for Assisted 

Reproduction (RedLARA). At their 13th annual meeting held April 2017 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the state of the 

art of Assisted Reproduction in Africa was presented as part of an invited session featuring updates from the Latin 

American ART Registry, the Japanese Registry (as the country with the largest number of ART cycles globally) and 

ANARA. The benefits of South-South collaborations were acknowledged. The 2014 report from the Latin American 

Registry has been published in RBMOnline (Zegers-Hochschild et al; Vol 35(3):287).  

“People bring together data,                                     
data bring together people.” 

                                        S Dyer 


